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INDO PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL MARITIME EXPOSITION 
Statement by Minister for Defence Industry 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Defence Industry) [12.03 pm]: I stand today to share my recent 
travels to Sydney, New South Wales, to attend the 2022 INDO PACIFIC International Maritime Exposition 
from 9 to 11 May, otherwise known as INDO-PAC. INDO-PAC is the region’s premier international maritime 
defence exposition, showcasing Australia’s unique maritime-related capabilities to navies across the Indo-Pacific. 
As Western Australia’s Minister for Defence Industry, this was the third time I have attended the exposition, and 
Defence West’s presence has grown at each attendance. 
The state government, via Defence West, met the costs of floor space at the exposition for 23 Western Australian 
small and medium–sized enterprises. This is a significant assistance to businesses that might not otherwise be able 
to afford such a platform. The state’s SMEs showcased their cutting-edge innovations and new technologies to 
national and international attendees. These SMEs displayed why Western Australia is a world leader in a wide 
range of areas from developing mission-critical communications solutions, unmanned aerial vehicles, minor vessel 
construction and satellite imagery to navigation systems and underwater ship husbandry. 
During my visit to the exposition, I also advocated for the high-profile Western Australian businesses that 
participated at the 2022 INDO-PAC independently of Defence West. Over the two days I spent in Sydney, I met with 
key stakeholders, including the Chief of the Defence Force; the Chief of Navy; the Chief of the Nuclear Powered 
Submarine Taskforce; the deputy secretary of the Department of Defence; and global defence prime contractors 
such as BAE Systems Australia, Navantia Australia, Thales Group, Northrop Grumman and Lockheed Martin 
Australia and New Zealand. I also met with international defence infrastructure providers, including Bechtel, 
Babcock International and KBR to gain insights on how the state can be better prepared to support the Australian 
government’s recent announcement to build a large vessel dry berth at Henderson. 
Western Australia has an increasingly important role to play in the nation’s defence capabilities, most prominently 
in the context of AUKUS, which will be a leading theme at our upcoming 2022 Indian Ocean Defence and Security 
conference, scheduled to be held over two days at Optus Stadium on 26 and 27 July. I look forward to supporting 
Western Australia’s representation at the next INDO-PAC exposition. 
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